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Resort’s effort to make
vacations fun pays off
Tim and Carolyn
Aarsvold named
‘Resorters of Year’
Editor’s note: The Congress of Minnesota Resorts (CMR) presented
its 2012 “Resorters of the
Year” Award to Tim and
Carolyn Aarsvold of
Geneva Beach Resort in
Alexandria. The CMR
provided the following
information.
He said, “Do you want
to live on the lake and
work on the lake?” She
said, “I’d do anything to
be back on the lake.” So,
they bought a resort.
Tim
and
Carolyn
Aarsvold purchased the
Geneva Beach Resort in
1996.
“Right from the start,
we removed every negative sign and reworded
everything into a positive,
into the vacation mentality of having some fun,”
Tim said. “Our goal was
to make the resort
friendly for the people
who come here.”

“Our goal was to
make the resort
friendly for the
people who come
here.”
Tim Aarsvold
GENEVA BEACH RESORT

In their second year of
business, they were the
first resort in their area
to add air conditioning to
their cabins. Since then,
they purchased a couple
of adjoining properties,
did extensive remodeling, and worked new
units into the rental pool.
The resort currently includes two historical cabins built in the 1920s, a
cottage annex built in the
1940s, and newer additions that total 16 lodging

options, plus a game
room and office.
The couple’s skills
complement one another.
His energy is best spent
as handyman, grounds
and cabin maintenance,
and overseeing finances.
She works on marketing,
decorating and supervising the staff of about 20
part-time employees.
Carolyn also makes a
conscious effort to build
relationships with her
guests. Early on, the informal feedback received
from guests quickly became a guiding force she
used to hone her approach to resorting. In a
nutshell she said, “Relationships matter.”
The Aarsvolds believe
that education is important to running a successful resort. They
regularly attend conferences and workshops
and resort tours. They
also gather regularly
with a core group of progressive resort owners in
their area to share ideas.
Because of their commitment to tourism, the
Aarsvolds stay involved
in area organizations.
They are on the marketing board for the Alexandria
Lakes
Area
Chamber of Commerce,
and he received the
“Friend of the Chamber”
award in 2009. Tim also
serves on the boards of
their lake association,
Alexandria Hotel and
Hospitality and Kiwanis.
Having recently retired
from teaching, Carolyn
serves as a board member for the Lake Region
Arts Council, and was recently appointed to be on
the executive board of
the Chamber of Commerce, representing area
lodging facilities.
They joined the Congress of Minnesota Resorts in 2001 and have
since provided help in
many areas, from conferences to marketing, from
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More than 5,800 served

Carolyn and Tim Aarsvold

THE CONGRESS
OF
MN RESORTS
The Congress of Minnesota Resorts is an industry association
with a mission of helping family
owned and operated resorts continue as a viable segment of the
Minnesota tourism industry. It
assists members in marketing
and education and gives them a
voice at the state Capitol. Every
year, it offers scholarships to
members’ children or grandchildren and presents its “Resorters
of the Year” Award. The association is entirely supported by volunteers.
help with the Minnesota
Resorter magazine to
membership.
Tom is a long-time veteran of the annual “CMR
Day on the Hill.” He has
served on the board of directors since 2006, filling
the role of treasurer
since 2006.
As if owning and operating a 16-unit, yearround resort weren’t
enough, they also own a
smaller apartment complex and a motel that offers
extended
stay
options. Among the three
properties, they have experience
in
nightly,
weekly, monthly and seasonal rental.
Now looking ahead to
their 17th season, they’re
still enjoying living and
working on the lake.

second one awarded to
the YMCA by the J.A.
Wedum Foundation. In
2008, it provided a $20,000
grant toward the capital
campaign to build the new
YMCA.
Since then, the YMCA
has experienced significant growth and needs
more space to accommodate its membership, according to YMCA leaders.
At its peak, the YMCA
serves more than 5,800
members, 136 families in
child care, and many
other program participants. Last year, the
Contributed
YMCA awarded more John Wedum, who passed away
than $178,000 in financial in 2003, and Mary Beth Wedum,
assistance.
who died this past March, were
long-time supporters of charitable
ABOUT THE WEDUM causes and helped keep the J.A.
Wedum Foundation going strong.
FOUNDATION
“The J.A. Wedum Foundation has its roots in Wedum’s grandson, beAlexandria and a long his- came the driving force betory of supporting local hind the foundation. John
non-profit organizations followed in his grandfain the community,” said ther’s footsteps and bea
successful
Jay Portz, foundation came
president. “The founda- businessman and longtion is extremely pleased time supporter of charitato announce our support ble causes. He married
for the Alexandria YMCA Mary Beth, and as a team
expansion. The facility they continued to drive
will provide many genera- the foundation forward.
In addition to the
tions with a quality place
to change and improve YMCA, the J.A. Wedum
Foundation has provided
their lives.”
The foundation was in- grants to the community
corporated in 1959 by the of Alexandria through the
Wedum family of Alexan- following organizations:
dria. J.A. Wedum owned Alexandria Uncompenand operated a number of sated Care Plan, Theatre
hardware and lumber L’Homme Dieu, Alexanbusinesses throughout dria Public School FounKensington
west central Minnesota. dation,
He was an entrepreneur- Historical Society, Alexanial banker and business dria Technical College
man who worked with and Foundation and
rural farmers in Douglas, Knute Nelson.
The mission of the founGrant and Pope counties.
It wasn’t until after J.A. dation is to develop and
Wedum passed away that use its resources to posihis assets were truly tively improve people’s
known. Throughout his lives in the spirit of stewlife, he provided dozens of ardship and generosity
loans to rural farmers on exemplified by John A.
a simple hand shake. Wedum, grandfather, and
These appreciative farm- carried forward by John
ers diligently made pay- A. Wedum, grandson.
More information about
ments on their loans long
after his death. Those the foundation can be
payments were used to found at www.wedumfoundation.org.
start the foundation.
John
Wedum,
J.A.

CONTINUE THE DREAM
CAMPAIGN RESUMES
On January 1, the
YMCA will re-engage the
“Continue the Dream”
capital campaign to raise
the remaining dollars to
meet the $2.5 million goal.
The campaign began in
June 2012, but paused in
August due to the annual
United Way campaign.
A portion of the $2.5
million will also retire existing debt from the original capital campaign.
Upon completion of the
campaign in April, the
YMCA will break ground,
and complete construction by February 2014.
To date, the YMCA has
raised more than $888,000,
in addition to the J.A.
Wedum Foundation gift,
and is on its way to meeting the $2.5 million goal.
The YMCA will use the
$500,000 matching gift
from the J.A Wedum
Foundation to provide the
impetus to raise the balance needed to reach the
campaign goal.
Bartholomew said the
crux of the YMCA campaign will be “500 for
1,000” or recruiting 500 individuals/businesses to
give $1,000 each.
“The contributions of
this community are, and
always have been, critical
to our success. One person can make a difference
and influence the outcome of our campaign,”
said Jill Wagner, capital
campaign co-chair, along
with Jon Ballou. “The real
impact of this gift will be
felt for many years to
come, as the YMCA
places added focus on
youth
development,
healthy living and social
responsibility.”

LEARN MORE
For more information on
the YMCA capital campaign or to contribute, visit
www.alexandriaymca.com
or call (320) 834-9622.
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